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Read the words on my ATM slip, 
It said "we're all mutha'uckas 
And we're 'uckin' with your shi' 
-Flight of the Conchords, "Mutha'uckas" 
I'm banking on getting shafted 
I went to the bank today to deposit a cheque. Usually I use a 
branch that's a few minutes away from my house, but I had 
to run a bunch of errands today, so I used a branch I've never 
been to before. I won't say which location or what bank I use, 
but I will say it's the worst thing to come out of Montreal since 
Celine Dion. I've had my problems with the bank before, but I 
just about flipped my lid this time. 
The branch I used was built into a Safeway. It was small, 
with only one teller and a single ATM. The teller was this 
20-something guy who looked stressed beyond belief. From 
the looks of things, he hadn't been out of his four-by-six foot 
office in weeks. He didn 't even look up from the paperwork he 
was madly filling out when he greeted me. 
"Can I help you?" he asked. I was taken aback by his 
awareness of my presence. Either he had really good hearing to 
notice me, or he had some sort of spider-sense. 
"Yeah, I need to deposit this cheque," I said. "I can't do it 
through the machine because it'll put a hold on it." 
The holds on my cheques are another problem my bank 
gives me. Despite bringing the same cheque from the same 
place of employment for two years now, they still want to put 
a hold on my money. I've been a customer there for five years; 
how long is it going to take for them to trust me not to commit 
cheque fraud enough to just let me have my damn money? 
"Can I see the cheque?" he asked. He still hadn't looked 
up from the paperwork. I handed him the cheque, and he 
examined it. 
"Sorry," he said . "You'll have to deposit it through the 
machine." 
"I can't do it through the machine," I reminded him. "It'll 
put a hold on it. Can't you just remove the hold?" . 
"I'm sorry, sir, I'm not authorized to do that at this 
location." 
"Well, where can I find a branch with the authorization?" 
''There's a full service branch across the street." 
"Fine, I'll go there," I said. I quickly grabbed my things, 
annoyed at the uselessness of this stressed-out banker. 
''They're actually closed now," he said. "But if you come 
back tomorrow I'm sure they'll be happy to serve you." 
I looked up at a clock in the tiny office. It was 4:35p.m. 
A small circuit in my brain that compelled me to be polite to 
the useless, powerless front-line staff of gigantic corporations 
overloaded. 
"You know, between the shitty hours of this bank, and 
the shitty service I'm receiving right now, I'm seriously 
considering switching to a new bank right now," I told him. 
He shrugged his shoulders, then went back to the 
paperwork. "Okay," he says. 
I didn't even get one iota of eye contact. 
I'm sure everyone's gone through an experience like 
that at their bank. Banks are the most soulless, mechanical, 
unfeeling organizations out there. Hell, even crack dealers have 
more flexibility when it comes to financial matters ("Can't pay 
me my money, eh? Well, why don't you just give me your TV 
then?"). I think the universal pain these corporations cause to 
average citizens is why the U.S. government is meeting such 
strong backlash to their bailout plan. To me, giving free money 
to banks is on the same level as giving free money to cancer, 
or toe fungus, or, well, Celine Dion. Personally, I'd rather give 
that money to every painful canker sore I've ever had than to 
see those snakes at the bank see a cent. 
Here's this for an experiment; get a loan from your bank, 
and then spend it all on foolish investments; buy stock in Pets . 
com, fix up a tree house so you can flip it later, or even start 
up a Kosher deli in Iran. Then when all your money is gone 
because of your idiocy, go to the bank and tell them you need 
an irurnediate bailout of free money. 
Tell me how far you get with that, because that's about as 
far as banks should've gotten when they asked for a bailout. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Other Press 
Douglas College 
Wrap Up 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
DSU calls for nominations 
The Douglas Students' Union has announced 
that it will be holding its general elections 
for the next year next week and nomination 
forms can be picked up today at their main 
offices at both campuses. Students must 
fill out nomination forms in order to run 
and they have to be signed by at least ten 
students. 
All positions are open to be run for. The 
board of directors is in charge of running 
the day-to-day operations of the Student's 
Union. 
A-Sexy Pan-Sexy day comes to David Lam 
On March 24"', the Douglas College Pride 
Collective is heading over to the David 
Lam Atrium to promote A-Sexy Pan-Sexy 
day. They will be handing out information, 
pamphlets and buttons as well as to be there 
to answer any questions that David Lam 
students might have for the Collective. 
Imperfect begins showing this week 
Douglas students will have another chance 
to see a Douglas play, as the highly touted 
Imperfect will begin showing in the Laura C. 
Muir Theatre on March 20th. 
The play was put together Douglas 
College's performing arts program and is 
about the Woodlands School, a now-closed 
mental institution in New Westminster, and 
highlights the abuses and other issues that 
happened at the facility. 
CSRW to have sports day 
The Centre for Sport, Recreation, and 
Wellness is going to have a sports day 
on March 2()1h. The event is to include 
badminton and volleyball. These events are 
open to all students looking to include more 
fitness in their life. 
4 
Canadian campuses to become bottle-free zones 
At a recent assembly of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities , the Federation 
asked its members to phase 
out the sale of bottled water on 
---------' municipal property. 
The meeting, which took place March 7th in 
Victoria , saw the passing of an anti-bottle resolution. 
The resolution does not have any legal power, but does 
establish a way of thinking that encourages eco-friendly 
initiatives . 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities numbers 
more than 1,775 members and already twenty-seven 
municipalities in six provinces have eradicated the sale of 
bottled water on their property, and twenty-one Canadian 
universities and colleges have done the same, creating 
bottle-free zones on campuses. 
The sale of bottled water creates a significant amount 
of monetary waste by Canadians as Canada proudly 
boasts some of the best drinking water in the world , 
available free for every citizen. Although many perceive 
a danger in drinking from drinking regular water, the 
quality of water in Canada is equal with, if not higher 
than, the standards followed by bottled water companies. 
Awareness campaigns about the benefits of drinking 
from the tap are also being planned at the discretion of 
each city which chooses to participate. Notably, the cities 
of Toronto and London, Ontario proposed the resolution. 
The two cities have emphatically backed the movement, 
urging their citizens to decrease the consumption of 
bottled water both in and outside of municipal facilities. 
Though the bottles are recyclable , more than half of 
all bottled water containers will eventually wind up in 
a local landfill , the cause of unnecessary environmental 
detriment as the manufacture, transportation and disposal 
of bottled water containers uses up a major sum of 
energy and resources , and creates massive air pollution. 
Proposed prison source of conflict between 
Burnaby Council and Provincial Government 
By Shaylee Perez, Staff Reporter 
T he mayor of Burnaby and Burnaby Council are voicing their concerns over the proposed establishment of a 360-bed pre-trial centre at 
Willingdon and Canada Way near BCIT. 
The provincial government announced last August 
its decision to construct the facility, an act "that will 
effectively poison the well" said Burnaby Mayor Derek 
Corrigan. The mayor and Council cite the project as 
contradictory to their vision of Burnaby's future. 
The site has been the focus of two years planning 
between BCIT and the BC Building Corporation for 
the expansion of BCIT that would coordinate with the 
Discovery Place Research Parks, located in the same 
area. The land has also been talked about for possible 
expansion of Burnaby General Hospital. 
Both the mayor and Council of Burnaby stand 
firmly united against the proposed prison and will 
re-zone the area to remove the plan from action. The 
provincial government then has the option, thanks to the 
Significant Project Streamline Act, Bill 75, to override 
the decisions of the city and continue construction. 
Other cities will certainly be paying close attention 
to the province's reaction as the same dilemmas could 
show up in their communities as easily as seen in this 
situation, where they would be rendered incapable of 
recourse against the government. 
"This is a lesson to other municipalities" said 
Mayor Corrigan. "The government are blatantly 
bullying, they don't care what the students or people of 
Burnaby want and they never consulted with us." 
The business community of Burnaby is resolutely 
opposed to the project, as a recent poll by the board of 
trade shows 85% are not in favour of the prison. 
The provincial courthouse in Burnaby was one of 
many in the Lower Mainland closed some time ago in 
cutbacks by the government, meaning inmates would 
be transferred by vehicle from the remand center 
to hearings in other cities, a process susceptible to 
dangerous escape attempts into the general population. 
The British Columbia provincial courthouse on 222 
Main Street, Vancouver had an adjoining holding facility 
until it was shut down as were numerous provincial 
courthouses in BC. Mayor Corrigan, who is in his third 
term of office, would like to see the facilities at Main St. 
revamped, a plan he believes would be far more cost-
effective than the construction of a brand-new center, 
and would eliminate the risk of break out attempts 
during transport. 
On March 24th, the Mayor of Burnaby and Burnaby 
council will be holding a public hearing for further 
discussion of this matter at 7:30pm in the Burnaby 
Central high school gymnasium. They expect to see 
a strong public turn out from concerned community 
members somewhere in the hundreds. 
New West citizens go green 
By Matthew Steinbach 
News Editor 
I n the last couple of years a new group called the New Westminster Environmental 
Partners has emerged in New 
Westminster whose mission it is to 
tackle environmental issues. 
They have "created a group 
that allows people to get together 
in New West," explains Andrew 
Feltham, one of the group 's co-
founders, and through this, he 
explains, they have aided in the 
creation of an anti-idling by-
law, worked with groups like the 
Farmer's Society to help reduce 
pesticides along with many other 
projects. 
However, what Feltham sees 
as a major issue for the future of 
New Westminster is generating 
involvement. 
"People need to be aware and 
get involved in the issues," he said . 
Matthew Laird, another co-
founder with the group, echoed 
those sentiments and added that 
City Council is often "hesitant if 
it not sure how the public feels on 
the issue." By being more involved 
and making their voice heard 
on environmental matters, Laird 
believes that citizens can bring 
about change. 
There are other key concerns 
that NWEP is looking at. 
"We see [New West] as 
attractive, live-able and walk-able 
with amenities and services all 
nearby," said Feltham. 
Laird added that New West 
could be a hub of sustainable 
development that it is small and 
compact, which would enable the 
government to do pilot programs 
on the small scale to attempt more 
environmentally friendly initiatives 
in Vancouver. 
Matthew Laird will be running 
with the Green Party in the next 
provincial election: however. he 
stated in an interview with The 
Other Press that he will distance 
himself from the NWEP during that 
time to enable full operation during 
the election . 
There are other environmental 
groups in BC. including the Sierra 
Youth Club in Vancouver. which 
has met moderate success as well. 
There are other social dubs in New 
Westminster. but for the most part. 
none of them focus on green issues. 
Students' Union holds AGM, will apply 
to courts to end receivership green 
By Matthew Steinbach 
News Editor 
The Douglas Students' Union held their Annual General Meeting last week on March 11 th at the 
New Westminster Campus. There was no 
quorum, which means that the required 
number of present students required to 
carry on with most of the business of the 
meeting was not met. However, they were 
able to continue on with the financial 
matters of the AGM, which the DSU has 
claimed would be one of the last steps 
before going to court to end receivership. 
The audit was presented by Cal 
Thompkins, auditor for the Students ' 
Union, and he explained that it was an 
"unqualified audit" for the first time 
in many years. He explained that an 
unqualified audit means that all the 
documentation, and other questions the 
auditors had were answered to their 
satisfaction, so they have no problems with 
the document. 
He went onto explain that for the 
first time in many years that there is more 
money in the organization than ever before 
for them to spend, and the Performing Arts 
Committee money has been restored to the 
fund . 
After the meeting, Geoff Lenahan, 
treasurer for the DSU, discussed that 
all that's left is for them to do is to sign 
the letter of agreement with the school, 
which states what the relationship will 
be between the DSU and the College and 
what their duties are in reporting their 
financial situation in the future to the 
college will be. 
Lenahan explained that Marne Jensen, 
the receiver-manager, needs to write up 
a report to be served to all the relevant 
parties at which point they can go to court 
to agree to let the DSU out of receivership. 
Lenahan also expressed his hope 
that after this it will only be a few weeks 
before they can finally leave receivership, 
so the next group can have complete 
control of the organization. 
However, he did admit that a court 
date has not been set because he did not 
realize until recently that he would have to 
officially end the court appointment of the 
receiver-manager. 
Quick facts on receivership 
An unqualified audit means that 
the auditors can sign otl on it 
and that all financial controls 
are in good working order in 
the organization.lf an audit has 
qualificatil:ms it means there are 
problems . 
Students pay a small 
fee every semester to the 
Perfonning Arts Fund to 
finance plays and other 
performing arts initiatives. 
but when the DSU bought the 
XX X'" Street Building across 
the street from the New West 
Campus. it used monies from 
the Performing Arts Fund and 
the health plan fund to purchase 
the building . That purchase 
in conjunction with the lack 
of audits and funds raised red 
flags with the College and they 
began to withhold funds from 
the Students' Union and began 
working to get the DSU to sign 
a letter of agreement similar to 
the one that the DSU is set to 
sign now. The College then sent 
the DSU into receivership by 
taking them to court. and now 
only the courts can release the 
DSU from receivership. 
The other groups involved 
in the DSU's receivership were 
creditors whom the DSU owed 
money to when the college 
withheld their funding . Which 
means that they too have to 
agree with the college's ruling . 
Even Shamus Reid. chairpersnn 
for the CFS-BC section. has 
admitted to the OP that CFS-
BC has been in suppo11of 
ending receivership. 
The Performing Arts Fund 
has been frozen after it came to 
light that the Students ' Union 
had spent it for the purposes of 
buying a building as opposed 
to holding it in trust for the 
Perfonning Arts Committee . 
Shannon Watkins wants more for students 
There are many candidates out there who claim they want more 
for students. However, Shannon 
Watkins, NDP candidate for the 
Port Moody-Coquitlam riding, 
believes she can offer some genuine help because she 
is an SFU student as well. However, she has experience 
with politics because she has also spent the last three 
years on the Port Moody City Council. 
She wants to see more funding for schools as she 
feels this has been lacking over the last few years. Her 
concern is that citizens do not have the ability to return 
to school if they need to go back, which Watkins sees as 
"vitally important to employment" and a source of better 
opportunities. 
She is also concerned about the fact that many 
students are living at home to have enough money for 
tuition. Watkins believes that school is for everyone, so 
everyone should be able to go. 
She also sees the proposed Evergreen rapid transit 
line as another priority because Watkins sees that this as 
some "much needed infrastructure." However, she feels 
that current government has failed to uphold or change its 
promises over time especially to the cities and that there 
is a need for more consultation with local residents to 
ensure that this line fits their needs. 
When asked about whether she would support the 
proposed Douglas College stop of the line, which the 
government could begin construction on soon, Watkins 
explained that it would be "premature to support the 
stop." Watkins would prefer to see ~ore consultation on 
the idea and if people want it then construction should 
move forward, but she does see transit as something that 
is vital in maintaining the quality of student life. 
However, when asked how she would accomplish 
these and other goals like increasing the minimum 
wage, and health care funding, especially when other 
New Democrats have made attempts. She feels that the 
"current people have done a good job," but the problem is 
that "Gordon Campbell is in control" of the government 
and she believes that he is the person who is really 
making the decisions. 
The Evergreen line is a proposed SkyTrain line 
which was supposed to built back in the 1990s under the 
former NDP government, but it never happened. The line 
was supposed to go from Lougheed Mall to the David 
Lam Campus (called the Douglas College stop). The 
Liberals did not build the line citing not enough funding. 
However, the current provincial government recently 
got the federal government to agree to kick in the final 
amount of funding for the project, which has ensured that 
construction of this line will begin soon; some estimates 
have put this line being built sometime around 2010. 
For more information, please contact Shannon 
Watkins directly through shannonwatkins.bcndp.ca, or 
call her campaign office at 778.355.4401. 
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is presently looking for responsible I hard-
working University or College 
students for: 
Full-Time Painting Positions 
May - August · 
No experience required, 
we will train you to paint. 
Positions available in your area. 
If interested call 1-888-277-9787 
or apply online at www.collegepro.com 
News Shorts 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Women's Day over, more work to be done 
The World Federalist Movement here in Canada 
is calling for more to be done on behalf of 
women now that the Women's Day festivities are 
complete. 
They believe that the United Nations have 
an onus to create a "Gender Equality Agency" 
according to a recent press release from the 
group. They feel that women are still far behind 
men around the world and that this type of 
agency will ensure that women are entitled to a 
better education as well as to stop other "gender-
based crimes." 
Without this type of agency within the 
confines of the UN they do not believe that too 
much work can be done on the matter. 
Florida to implement warning system 
Florida has created a new warning system for 
its Universities and Colleges called eDean 
(Electronic Dispatch for Emergency Academic 
Notices) which they are working towards 
implementing across their state. 
The idea is to have monitors in common 
areas on the campus to warn students about 
weather updates, academic updates, emergency 
updates, etc. as soon as possible according 
to a recent press release from Alliance 
Communications. Their concern is that many 
systems, including emails and text messages 
work, but they do not reach students as quickly 
as the notices could. 
According to the press release, the system 
was used to some success during this summer 
when it alerted students to stay away from a 
possible gun incident on campus happening near 
one of its buildings. 
Driving me insane: craziness behind the wheel 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
T o all you drivers out there: if you' re going to drive , do it right! 
Now, I'm no honk-crazy maniac 
at the wheel , but I'm often irked by 
what some drivers do or don ' t do on the 
road . So, without further ado, I present 
to you my list of driving pet peeves. 
Make up your mind, dammit! 
Do all of your deep thinking and 
indecisiveness on side streets and stop 
putting on your blinker right at the last 
second before pulling up to a traffic 
light. This especially applies if you 
are not in a turning-designated lane 
because cars behind you will assume 
you are going straight. 
What you 're doing is paving the 
way for a messy accident as the crowd 
of cars behind you tries to merge to 
the other lane, all at the same time. 
While merging, they have to avoid 
colliding with the traffic from the side 
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lane, including vehicles merging from 
behind , as well as oncoming cars that 
are turning. 
Get ready for obscene gestures, 
you culprits! 
Is that your car or a lawn mower? 
Yes , yes , you have a low rider, "tricked-
out" rims and "sick" upholstery, but can 
you ditch that deafening muffler? And 
while you ' re at it, turn down the music , 
because I can never hear what song I'm 
listening to in my car, whether it's 50 
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By Nikalas Kryzanowski 
Opinions Editor 
If your life is defined by 
embarrassing situations, then it 
truly does suck to be you. But 
there is a place online where 
rather than seeking refuge from 
your pitiable life, you can revel in 
it. Definitely making the rounds 
through colleges the way only 
novelty websites can, Fuck My 
Life offers 139 pages of user-
generated Twitter-style entries 
about bad luck, three or four lines 
long. The poor souls describe an 
unfortunate event in their day 
leaving us, the readers, able to 
rate the craptitude of the situation 
while making empathetic or snide 
comments. Some situations are 
downright awkward others not so 
much. 
For example: 
"Today, I was writing a very 
important email to my college 
professor. I went upstairs for 
something and came back down 
to send it. I later asked him today 
why he hadn't responded to which 
he said 'I'm flattered ... but can't.' 
My roommate had added 'love you 
xxx' at the end of the email." 
Or: 
"Today, I was having sex 
with my boyfriend. When he was 
about to orgasm, he screamed 'Yes 
Brittany!' at the top of his lungs. 
My name's not Brittany. That's his 
sister." 
Probably just a fad, I imagine 
this site will fall fast off the radar. 
Cent gone country or a Ludacris and 
Beethoven duet. At least do something 
about the noise so that cars within a 
five-metre radius aren't jolting like 
there's a magnitude 9.0 earthquake. 
Otherwise, be prepared to deal with 
cops and to pay for my auto repair costs 
and a hearing aid . 
Back off! 
Unless you have an extreme case of 
nearsightedness, please stop tailgating 
my vehicle. I really don't want to deal 
with the complications after you smash 
into my car, for which, of course, you 
will be at fault. Plus, I'm not really 
fond of having my life endangered by 
drivers who don't understand the idea 
of speed limits-70 is not the new 50, 
you know. For crying out loud, I've 
seen better driving etiquette in bumper 
car circuits! 
Want a closer look? 
Rarely do I find myself agreeing with 
Bart Simpson, but regarding this pet 
peeve, I really do think the "ironing" is 
delicious. 
Most people won't dispute the 
irony in the following scenario: a 
stampede of speeding drivers, all 
overtaking a speed-limit-abiding driver, 
and in the process giving him dirty 
looks (hint: I'm the lawful driver). As 
if your reckless driving isn't enough , 
you also have to glare like I'm doing 
something wrong. 
Listen you knuckleheads: it's one 
thing to zoom around like you 're Jeff 
Gordon, but it's another to take your 
eyes off the road. If you are going to 
look away, make it a swift shoulder 
check and not a deep thoughtful 
gaze like you're at the opening of a 
Kandinsky exhibit at the Guggenheim. 
I hope my little rant here makes a 
difference; otherwise, you ' ll soon find 
me in an anger management class, 
unless , that is, I don't freak out earlier. 
Richman Restaurant 
Cantonese & Szechaun Cuisine 
601 Agnes St. at 6th St. 604-520-1808 
Only Y2 a blocl<--fr m/ '9chman 
the college! /. ~f_... ---"-
~"r ~0~ 
/ ~/ Douglas 
~ College 
Student Lunch Special $5.40 (GST included) 
(11am- 3pm) 
Pick any 3 items, choose from over 13 different dishes College Students 
receive a FREE bowl of soup of the day, can of pop, or pot of tea. 
www.rlchmanrestaurant.com 
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SFU gondola and Douglas 
escalator both dumb ideas 
Wendy A. Case 
The idea of building a gondola to Simon Fraser University is a silly idea by most standards. 
Sure we have to miss class every once 
in a while, but the fact is that when 
the snow hits the classes are usually 
already out. 
The first thought I had when I 
--------~ heard the idea was, "What on earth 
are these people smoking and where 
can I get some?" Of course, the gondola idea pales in comparison to the idea 
that has been floating around Douglas since the 1980s. 
What could be worse than a gondola you ask? An escalator. That's right, 
an escalator from New Westminster Station to the New Westminster Campus. 
Supporters of the idea first sprouted in the late 1980s and have reappeared on 
and off since then. Usually coming from the student society, they have never 
decided if the escalator should run over ground up the hill or through the tunnel 
below. Most people are unaware that such a tunnel even exists. It was used to 
take prisoners from the old train station (the current Keg building) up to the 
courthouse in the early days of New Westminster. 
Regardless , such an idea is far more far-fetched and ridiculous than even 
the gondola idea. First off, to run the escalator over ground the the businesses 
that construction would affect would need to give permission. I can hardly see 
Bella Pizza or the Old Spaghetti taking that in stride. Second, even if it were 
underground, the construction, mess, and time that it would take would be 
disastrous to the community. The third and most important reason is this, who 
would pay for it? Who would pay for an escalator to run all of a block because 
of lazy, hurried, and frazzled college students? 
This brings me back to the hair-brained gondola scheme. Why would 
anyone pay for this? I wouldn't be willing to put money on it! While supporters 
claim that it will only take a fraction of the time, what's wrong with a bus like 
all the other schools? 
The other thing about it is the design. It's based on the same design as the 
Peak-2-Peak gondola that collapsed not so long ago due to sheering caused by 
water particles freezing in cracks then expanding. If you feel that you absolutely 
must go through the idiotic and futile attempt of building a monstrosity of this 
proportion then why use the design of the gondola that collapsed instead of 
something a tad more reliable? 
Of course, I can only assume that each and every post-secondary institution 
goes through this phase. Hopefully however, Simon Fraser will outgrow this as 
the students of Douglas outgrew the foolish idea of an escalator. Otherwise, it 
will definitely live up to its moniker, Stupid Fucker's University. 
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Taser use by cops has a 
place in society 
By Natalie Nathanson 
Especially now while the Braidwood inquiry is underway, a big question on many people's minds are whether 
or not the use of tasers in the police force 
should be banned. If I were to vote on the 
matter, I would have to vote in favour of 
their use. 
Tasers provide an excellent and 
effective way to diffuse a seemingly 
dangerous, if used properly. It is true 
there have been fatalities following taser 
deployment, but the fatalities from being 
shot are much, much higher. People forget 
that tasers weren't introduced to the 
world as a fatality-free option to non life-
threatening situations, they were introduced 
as a "less-lethal" option, and that's exactly 
what they are . If a person is in a kafuffle 
with police and being aggressive, can 
anyone seriously offer a better solution? A 
blow dart, perhaps, with a bit of tranquilizer 
solution at the end? There's the possibility 
that the chemicals within tranquilizers could 
cause a fatality as well, so what then? A 
gunshot could definitely result in a death, 
if not definite hospitalization, loss of blood 
and of course massive scarring of tissue . 
This and a club over the head knocking 
them unconscious would be construed as 
"police brutality." So what else is there? 
There have been over 245 deaths 
documented by Amnesty International as 
a result of taser use, which may seem like 
a high number, but again the death toll 
from gunfire use is much higher, and the 
long term effects are much greater. A study 
conducted by William Bozeman through 
the Wake Forest University Baptist Medical 
Center concluded that out of 1,000 persons 
subjected to the use of tasers, 99.7% had 
minor injuries or none at all, while only 
three needed to be hospitalized and two 
died. The autopsies of those who died 
revealed that neither person's death was 
related to the taser. Taser use, although 
incredibly painful, is so relatively safe that 
many reporters and members of police 
departments have taken it upon themselves 
to have it done on themselves in police 
demonstrations. Though screams usually 
ensued and most of them needed a bit of 
help walking around afterwards, many 
walked away seemingly unscathed. 
Let's forget about the Dziekanski 
incident, which is an exception of proper 
usage . Let's look at why tasers are used. 
What do police have to use when they feel 
threatened? It's easy for us, as a society, to 
point fingers and blame RCMP for using 
a taser without thinking, but people forget 
that police have seen more in their line of 
work than we ever have, and constantly put 
their lives at risk to protect people every 
day. They're trained to make lightning-fast 
decisions in order to protect themselves 
and those around them. If they've been 
told there's a suspect with a gun in a dark 
alley, they're most likely going to shoot 
said suspect if he were to jump out and 
startle the officer. It's just what happens. It's 
human instinct and it's why we've lasted 
so long as a species-it's called survival. 
Cops have taken on this responsibility to 
protect and be accountable for their actions 
and that's why they're the cops and we're 
the bystanders. We don't want that kind of 
responsibility. Who is to say we wouldn't 
have done the same thing? 
I really have no sympathy for those 
who get tasered during an altercation with 
police, and do not in the slightest think its 
police brutality. First of all, there's clearly 
something wrong with you if you find 
yourself in this kind of situation. To have 
a taser used on you you're either doing 
something illegal or acting suspicious 
enough to make the police think you're 
doing something illegal, or are you come off 
as a threat to them or people nearby. You're 
either being belligerent or running away 
from them. I think if you're stupid enough 
to do any of these things or give sass to cops 
you deserve to get a little shock. If people 
were suddenly to stop committing crimes or 
pick fights there'd be no use for tasers, but 
we all know this will never happen. Would 
you rather hear that a troubled loved one 
was tasered or shot? If we continue to blast 
police for using tasers they may be less 
likely to pursue suspects, knowing they'd 
be placed under extreme scrutiny for any 
action that follows. 
What needs to be done is not the 
banning of taser use but place harsher 
punishment upon officers who misuse it 
(which hopefully will be the outcome of 
the Braidwood inquiry) and better training 
as to when to use it. In a situation where 
tasers are used there's usually a little more 
time to think about it as opposed to when 
lethal force is needed, and officers need to 
be better trained (and only use one jolt as 
opposed to four). But we as society really 
can't expect to be safe when there are 
officers out there planning out their every 
move in a situation simply because they 
might come under scrutiny for it. 
The case of Robert Dziekanski is tragic, 
and the deployment of the taser wasn't the 
greatest idea at the time, even though there 
was a huge guy holding a (gasp!) stapler 
in his hand. But come on, the guy was 
throwing chairs around and scaring people, 
the officers should have gone in and tried to 
calm the guy down and found a translator, 
which obviously isn't what happened. One 
jolt would have been enough, and under 
normal circumstances he wouldn't have 
died, and it wouldn't have been in the news; 
maybe just on YouTube. But it happened, 
and it's being investigated. 
Vince Li got away with murder 
By Nlkalas Kryzanowski 
Opinions Editor 
0 nee again we are reminded that ~an_ada has a legal system, not a JUStice system. 
The idea that a monster, by the 
human name of Vince Li, was found "not 
criminally responsible," not only for 
murdering a completely innocent person-
who could easily have been anyone-but 
for doing it in the most horrendous way 
possible, is a miscarriage that brings no 
closure to the true victims and yet again 
casts a shadow over the kid glove treatment 
of crime in Canada. 
By being found "not criminally 
responsible," which is synonymous with 
"not guilty" for his actions and supposed 
mental state, Li has been absolved of his 
actions. Yes , he goes to a mental institution . 
A place where it seems he should' ve been 
for years leading up to the killing. 
Li claims that he has been hearing 
the voice of God in his head for some time. 
If supposedly hearing the voice of God is 
grounds for insanity in secular Canada, 
then why aren 't church leaders declared 
schizophrenic? There is no way the state 
can feasibly determine who is actually 
hearing the voice of God and who isn't. 
So the law must be applied to everyone 
equally, that means if you kill, you should 
be punished. Killing with intent while lucid 
and killing with intent while delusional the 
way Li did should not be treated differently. 
What it boils down to is that Li gave an 
unverifiable but acceptable excuse for 
murder. 
The Globe and Mail ran a piece the 
other day suggesting that the mental health 
system failed Vince Li. Only in Canada, it 
seems , could you find the powers that be 
coddling such a vile murderer, someone 
who brings a hunting knife aboard a 
Greyhound bus. 
Mental illness is now a card to be 
played in the court room. Pandering to 
it absolves guilty parties of their moral 
responsibilities; responsibilities that are not 
optional, no matter how sick the individual. 
Time and again we have heard that 
Li committed the act as part of a psychotic 
episode brought on by schizophrenia. It is 
a myth that people with mental disorders 
are prone to violence . According to Chris 
Summerville, the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Schizophrenia Society of Canada, 
the likelihood of violence by people with 
mental illness is incredibly low. People 
War of Words 
living with mental illness are more likely 
the victims of violence than perpetrators. 
What does this mean for Li? His 
actions are the exception to schizophrenia, 
not the rule. 
The verdict in the court room means 
that Li will not be punished. Instead, he 
will held "indefinitely," possibly lounging 
around in a housecoat all day, playing board 
games and getting hugs. The impact on the 
victims was never considered at all. In his 
speedy trial, no one testified on behalf of 
the Tim McLean's family, and we now have 
them justifiably upset that Li is getting away 
with murder. They now feel compelled to 
attend his yearly assessments in order to 
make sure he'll never be released. It's tragic 
and angering to know that this family will 
have to relive the events every year for the 
rest of Li 's pathetic life. 
Will Li get out? Probably not, but 
maybe. Li's psychiatrist Dr. Stanley Yaren 
has said there is a possibility that one day 
Li may be "cured." Whether or not this ever 
happens, he has trampled all over his own 
right to be included in civilized society. 
Without closure McLean and family 
are now victims of both Li and the 
Canadian legal system. I can only hope that 
one day they find the peace they deserve. 
"Not Criminally Responsible" 
doesn't mean "Get Out of Jail Free" 
By Leeanne Lyons 
T here are many misconceptions about the judgment in the case of Vincent Li and his Not Criminally 
Responsible on account of Mental Disorder 
(NCRMD) defence, and I'd like to clear 
a few things up about Vincent Li and 
NCRMD. 
There's a belief that NCRMD is an 
easy way to get out of charges because it 
is easy to prove . This claim is so far from 
the truth , I cannot even fathom why or how 
it came to be believed initially. The reality 
is that the NCRMD defence is attempted 
in less than one per cent of trials, and even 
when it is used, it is rarely successful. For 
a defence of NCRMD to work, the onus of 
proof is on the party that raises the issue. 
In the case of Vincent Li , the onus of proof 
would have been on his lawyer. In having 
Vincent Li prove that he was NCRMD as 
opposed to the prosecution, it automatically 
gave Li 's defence an air of credibility. 
Now, many people would assume 
that this burden of proof is easy; all that 
Li 's lawyer would have to do is provide 
the courts with a professional such as a 
psychiatrist, to give the judge their opinion. 
Wrong. It is not enough to say that Li was 
hearing voices; the NCRMD defence is 
not simply claiming that the defendant is 
ill. The defence is claiming that Vincent Li 
was not only ill, but as a consequence, his 
illness prevented him from either knowing 
the nature or quality of his actions or that he 
didn 't know his actions were wrong. 
The NCRMD defence is not an 
easy defence, and is only afforded to the 
most mentally disordered individuals . 
For example , in Canada you can't just 
smuggle drugs across the border, and when 
questioned about it, claim to police that 
you believe your soul has already astro-
travelled to the United States . It's been tried 
unsuccessfully already -just read the Abbey 
case if you don 't believe me. 
In any first world country, the label 
of "murderer" should only be reserved for 
people who have fulfilled the requirements 
of killing someone , while at the same 
time understanding what they are doing , 
and Vincent Li clearly did not understand 
the nature of his actions . For murder to 
be murder, it must be a choice, and Li 
did not have the mental capacity to really 
make a choice. You would not call a child 
a murderer, because they do not have the 
mental capacity. The same is true of Li, not 
because he is a child, but because his reality 
is so deluded that we cannot claim he fully 
understood his own actions . 
Being declared NCRMD doesn't give 
Li an easy ride through prison . For starters, 
NCR persons that have been charged 
with murder are not afforded any sort of 
fixed sentence, whereas their imprisoned 
counterparts are. If history tells us anything, 
NCR people like Vincent Li are detained 
indefinitely. Secure institutions in reality are 
not places of coddling and relaxation like 
you might think. Within institutions like the 
one Li will be sent to, the mentally ill are 
afforded less personal autonomy and respect 
than they would be if they were in pri son. 
Only for a person like Vincent Li would a 
secure institution be in his best interests , 
as well as the public's . Secure institutions 
are equipped with the means to deal with 
someone like Li , and can better guarantee a 
sort of rehabilitation . 
No doubt it would be nice to simply 
ignore Vincent Li 's rights,just as much 
as it would be nice to believe that he was 
entirely in control of his actions . He wasn't , 
and the state needs to recognize this . Many 
would think it nice to imprison those caught 
red-handed indefinitely, without a fair 
trial . This position is extremely dangerous. 
What if that person had killed, yet at the 
same time any reasonable person would 
have killed under the same circumstances, 
be it for self defence or because they truly 
believe they are hearing the voice of God? 
While I understand why some people 
are upset that Li was determined Not 
Criminally Responsible on account of 
Mental Disorder, to destroy this defence 
would be to destroy an inalienable right; not 
to freedom, but the right to fight for it on 
even ground. 
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uGot everybody watching what I do 
Come walk in my shoes 
And See the way I am livin' 
If you really want to'' 
- T 1. Featuring Rhianna, "Live Your Life" 
Add online courses 
to your regular studies 
Didn't get into the course you needed? 
Is your busy schedule making it difficult to 
balance schoolwork and a job 7 
Thompson Rivers University can help by 
bringing education directly to you through 
Open Learning. With over 400 online and 
distance courses available for registration 
throughout the year, you can get the credits 
you need and transfer them back to your 
home institution. 
You can study when you want, where you 
want and even set your own exam schedule. 
For a complete list of Open Learning courses 
and programs please visit our website. 
www. truopen.ca 
1.877.663.4091 
By Priscilla Bartleman 
I n 2006 , over 38,000 incidents of spousal violence were reported to police across Canada. This represents approximately 
15% of all police-reported violent incidents . 
This is an issue that is real and can happen 
to anyone regardless of their race, religion, 
age, gender and status . A classic example 
would be that of Ike and Tina Turner. 
Tina Turner is one of the fortunate strong 
individuals who managed to leave the 
unhealthy relationship back in the '80s and 
become the successful, independent star she 
is today. 
A more recent example would be that 
of Rhianna and Chris Brown. For those who 
may not be aware, on February 8'\ 2009, 
Rihanna and Chris Brown had a heated 
argument that turned physical and charges 
were laid on Chris for hitting Rhianna. 
So why am I concerned about what 
happens with their relationship? I am 
concerned for a number of reasons. One 
is that any relationship, whether you are 
famous or not, should not be emotionally, 
mentally, physically or spiritually harmful . 
A relationship should be made of love, 
trust, honour and respect. I am concerned 
because although Rhianna and Chris do 
have everyone watching what they do, 
THOMPSON RIVERS 
UNIVERSITY 
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people see what is printed about their life 
and today that sends a message as to what is 
right, okay and normal , even if the famous 
may not always live a life that is right, okay 
or normal . 
I understand they are not only famous, 
they are human . It is easier said than done 
to leave the one you love. I think we all 
know how powerful words can be! I know 
what it feels like to have someone tell you, 
"You are good for nothing," that "You will 
never find anyone else who will love you," 
and even how "You need me." 
Some people may not understand why 
over and over again you cry and go back, 
cry and go back. Well, I cannot speak for all 
people who have been through or maybe are 
going through an abusive relationship but I 
can tell you that when you hear something 
enough you begin to believe it . And since 
we have not walked in Rihanna's shoes we 
don't know how much of this is relative 
to what she has been through or is going 
through. 
I think the response from other 
celebrities has been very interesting. On 
Ellen, Sean "Diddy" Combs talks about 
how he offered his Miami house for them 
to work things out, he said he is not going 
to cast judgment he is going to be there as a 
friend , but also said that he does not believe 
it is right for anyone to hit anyone. Oprah 
encourages the two to heal themselves and 
warned Rhianna that "If a man hits you 
once, he will hit you again. He will hit you 
again:" 
In most relationships there will be an 
argument every now and then. Sometimes 
we say or do something we regret when we 
are angry, but there are some real warning 
signs to future possible domestic violence, 
and it is not just physical abuse that hurts . 
There are other ways a partner canbe hurtful 
and that are really not okay! 
So how do you know if what is 
happening is not okay? Well if you are 
questioning your relationship that way 
maybe you do need to take some time for 
reflection. Ask yourself: does he or she 
embarrass or belittle you or put you down? 
Say hurtful things to you? Dislike your 
friends and family and discourage your 
relationships with others? Make all the 
decisions in the relationship? Chastise you 
after social functions for talking with other 
people? Act jealous of people you talk to? 
Blame you for his or her mistakes? Try 
to make you feel worthless or helpless? 
Forbid or prevent you from working or 
going to school? Keep money, credit cards, 
and chequing accounts away from you? 
Control access to your medicines or medical 
devices? Threaten to have you deported? 
Throw dishes or other objects? Abuse 
your children or pet when mad at you? 
Push , slap, kick, or otherwise assault you? 
Demand sex, make you perform sexual acts 
you are not comfortable with, or sexually 
assault you? If you answered yes to any of 
these questions I bet you know that it is not 
okay and you need to think about what you 
can do to make change, as scary as change 
may be . 
I may not be in the circle of celebrities 
but I am paying attention because domestic 
violence in any social circle should be 
unacceptable. Everyone has the right to 
feel safe, respected, loved and equal with 
their partner. I agree with Oprah that once 
someone hits you, he or she will most likely 
hit you again no matter what their plea is. 
I encourage people who are in Rhianna's 
situation to please know that there are 
support services, there are places you will 
be safe, and that you are worth something 
and you need to take care of yourself for 
your sake and for the sake of the ones you 
love. They cannot make the change for you, 
but when you do decide to make change I 
bet they will be there to support you! 
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CANUCKS CORNER 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
I t's been a long, hard journey for Vancouver Canucks winger Alex Burrows, but it appears that everything is about to pay off for the 27-
year-old. 
Burrows recently put pen to paper on a four-
year contract extension with the Canucks that will 
pay him $2 million per season. That's a long way 
from playing for the Baton Rouge Kingfish of the 
ECHL just a few years ago. 
Alex Burrows was never supposed to get past 
the ECHL, a league where forward prospects go to 
die. And when he began suiting up for the AHL's 
Manitoba Moose full time in 2004, he was never 
projected to get off their fourth line and out of the 
press box. The critics said that he would never, ever 
make the Nlll.. Sure enough, he did that too. They 
all said that he would never be more than a fourth 
line grinder in the best league in the world, but look 
at him now. He's been Vancouver's best forward for 
months now and is playing on the team's first line 
with Henrik and Daniel Sedin. 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
Burrows cashes in big time 
Burrows is now in the middle of his fourth 
season with Vancouver and his best one yet. He has 
a career best 19 goals with 17 assists for 36 points 
in 65 games so far this season, plus 107 penalty 
minutes, which is good enough for second on the 
team behind Shane O'Brien. 
Burrows has been red hot lately, with 11 points 
in his last ten games. So far in his Nlll. career he's 
played 271 games, which is 271 more than anyone 
thought he would. He's notched 41 career goals, 
47 total assists and 88 career points. Burrows' 
contributions to the team go beyond stats though. 
He brings an invaluable edge and incredible energy 
whenever he steps on the ice, and he's one of the 
best agitating forwards in hockey. 
Unlike Matt Cooke or Sean Avery though, 
Burrows backs up what he says on the ice. He isn't 
afraid to go toe-to-toe with much larger opponents 
on a regular basis and dish out punishing body 
checks. Burrows, who has been the league's best 
bargain as Vancouver's lowest-paid player with a 
cap hit of just $483,000, has been absolute money 
for the Canucks. 
He has a Canuck-best three shorthanded goals, 
has been dynamite in shootouts and has a penchant 
for scoring just when the team needs him to. He's 
been terrific defensively with a+ 13 rating and is 
one of the team's best penalty killers. Already this 
season he has a new career best in shots on goal 
with 138 so far. 
While Burrows sits behind the Sedins, Ryan 
Kesler and Pavol Demitra in points for fifth on 
the team, the numbers can be a little deceiving. 
Burrows, who gets little power play time, is second 
on the team in even strength goals with 16. Since 
the New Year began, Burrows has more goals than 
any other Canuck with 11. Ryan Kesler is next with 
ten. The Sedins have just seven apiece. 
Alex Burrows won't be the lowest-paid Canuck 
next season, but for what he's worth to the club, 
he still won't be making enough. He's easily a 
candidate for team MVP and most exciting player 
this season and at the rate he's going, a Selke 
Trophy as the Nlll.'s best defensive forward isn't 
out of the question either. 
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Give Kesler the C, Luongo doesn't deserve it 
By Matthew Steinbach 
I 've said it before and I will say it again, Roberto Luongo is not the captain of the Canucks . 
Shocking? No, not really. The truth 
about Luongo is that he is a great goalie, 
probably even the best, but he's not a leader. 
Luongo constantly avoids the press 
and says very little to them when he does 
talk them. Not exactly the definition of 
leadership. I mean, it's great that he wants 
to win, but doesn't everyone else? And the 
thing that really pisses me off is the fact 
that he accepted the captaincy yet has said 
he will only stay with the team if he thinks 
they can win the cup. That's just awful team 
spirit. A captain sticks with his team through 
the best and worst of times , not just when 
the Canucks have a shot at the cup. Luongo 
is no leader. 
The true captain of this Canucks squad 
though seems to have finally emerged in the 
form of Ryan Kesler. He can deal with the 
press , even though he is considered a man of 
few words, and he doesn 't take all the credit 
for his good games, but states that "we did 
this" and "we did that." He talks about all 
the good things the team has done together. 
It's not about how he doesn't want to lose, 
but how he wants the team to do well 
together. That's leadership. It's selflessness; 
it's about caring for your teammates, which 
he clearly shows with all the respect he 
gives them. Every opportunity that arises he 
ensures that they get the credit for a job well 
done. 
It 's time that the Canucks finally had 
a real leader, someone who cares about the 
team more than just about winning because 
we might not. It 's a fact of life for a Canucks 
fan every year. But if we have a solid team 
committed to each other we can go far, and 
maybe even make another run like we did in 
'94. In '94 we didn 't have a superstar goalie 
let alone a superstar captain we just had a 
hardworking team that clicked well together 
and the captain was the person that made 
that happen through his selflessness, and his 
respect for his fellow teammates. We could 
see that again if the Canucks appointed the 
true leader of this squad to the captaincy. 
King of L.A. could have been a Canuck 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
H indsight is 20/20, and no where is that more apparent then when looking back at previous NHL entry drafts . One that particularly stands 
out though is 2005 , when the Los Angeles Kings used 
the 11'h overall selection to draft Slovenian center 
Anze Kopitar. 
The Vancouver Canucks, as you may recall, 
had possession of the lO'h overall pick. At the time, 
Kopitar was a highly skilled offensive dynamo, a 
wizard with the puck who was playing admirably at 
age 17 against men in the Swedish Elite League. 
The Canucks, under the administration of former 
GM Dave Nonis, opted to pass on Kopitar and instead 
select defenseman Luc Bourdon. 
Bourdon passed away in a tragic motorcycle 
accident in May of last year, but even before that, it 
would be tough to argue that he was a prospect on 
the same level as Kopitar. Bourdon was a talented but 
inconsistent offensive defenseman who was splitting 
time between Vancouver and their AHL affiliate in 
Manitoba. 
Meanwhile, Kopitar made the Kings as an 18-
year-old directly out of training camp and has never 
looked back. He's never played a game in the minors; 
he scored 20 goals as a rookie and 32 last season. This 
year, he's been a key part of the Kings' surprising 
resurgence in the standings with a solid 58 points in 
66 games. 
Recently, Los Angeles GM Dean Lombardi 
locked him into a mammoth seven-year, $47.6-
rnillion contract extension that kicks in next year and 
will keep Kopitar a King until at least 2016. It pays 
him an average of $6.8 million per season and while 
Lombardi may have overpaid a bit, it could prove to 
be a worthwhile investment into the future . 
The contrast between LA. and Vancouver in 
terms of player development stretches far beyond 
just Kopitar. While the Kings have been stocking 
the cupboard with prized prospects like 2008 second 
overall pick Drew Doughty, current 23-year-old 
captain Dustin Brown, former third overall pick Jack 
Johnson, former Chilliwack Bruins sniper Oscar 
Moller and a pair of young star goalies in Jonathan 
Quick and Jonathan Bernier, the Canucks have, at 
best, three legitimate prospects. 
High-end clubs usually have six to eight 
prospective players in the system or projected 
future leaders on their current roster, but scouting 
development, two areas Vancouver has sorely lacked 
in for pretty much the team's entire existence. 
Vancouver has three legitimate prospects while Los 
Angeles has ten, and that's not counting Dustin Brown 
and Alexander Frolov, two L.A. stars drafted and 
developed in-house who are among the best young 
players in the league. 
Now, Vancouver has routinely finished in the 
middle of the standings, which has resulted in mid-
level draft picks, unlike the Kings, who have been 
dreadful for years and are only now beginning to 
cash in on all of those selections that playing so 
poorly yielded. But still, the fact remains that when 
the Canucks make a genuinely good pick in the draft, 
like Ryan Kesler or Kevin Bieksa, it's an aberration. 
In 2007, Vancouver passed on both David Perron and 
Oscar Moller, both of whom are now in the NHL, to 
grab Patrick White 25'h overall. White has been toiling 
away for the University of Minnesota for two years 
now and hasn't been able to get past their fourth line. 
He has just 13 goals in 78 total games played with the 
Gophers. 
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Douglas College golf team ready to start the season strong 
By Liam Britten 
W ith their first competition mere weeks away, Douglas College's newly co-ed golf team is looking 
forward to a better season than last year's. 
Last season was a tough one for the 
Royals to be sure; between finishing at the 
bottom of the NWAACC standings, losing 
some veteran players and almost losing their 
funding from Douglas College, Assistant 
Captain Joel Nicol says last season didn't 
have the finish they were looking for. 
"There were academic problems," said 
Nicol of the circumstances that cost the 
team one of their players. "We're fighting 
through it this year." 
Nicol said the loss of key team 
members was a big factor in last season's 
less-than-spectacular finish. He singled out 
former player Kevin Esterbrooks' departure 
in particular. 
"He provided a leadership backbone 
that'll be hard to replace this year;" Nicol 
said. "There'll be a different leadership 
dynamic this year." 
The 2007-08 season also held problems 
in financing, with the team's funds from 
Douglas College nearly being cut off in 
spring of2008. Kevin Esterbrooks, in a 
phone interview, credited Coach Gert Van 
Niekerk with securing the team's future 
funding from the College's Athletics Board. 
Problems aside, the Royals are keeping 
their heads up. The presence of team 
members like Captain Ian Davis, who was a 
member of the Canadian national team, and 
Odys Trillo, of Venezuela's national team, is 
sure to be of some comfort. Among the new 
additions to the team is Michaela Staller, 
the first female player the team's ever had. 
Nicol also said the experience and guidance 
of Coach Van Niekerk was a major plus. 
Winning is important to the team, of 
course, but they certainly have no problem 
staying loose. 
"There's a few characters on the team," 
Esterbrooks said, describing his teammates. 
He spoke about one member who can shoot 
either 100 or 70, "depending on if he's 
hammered," and another of team's male 
players known for "girly clothes and slick 
hair." 
The Douglas College golf team's first 
event is April 5'h at the Bellevue Tournament 
in Washington State. 
The NWAACC 
Douglas College's golf team competes 
in the Northwest Athletic Association 
of Community Colleges ( NWAACC). 
an athletics league with teams from 
BC. Washington and Oregon. British 
Columbian schools usually compete 
in the BCCAA. but according to 
Easterbrook. other schools' golf teams 
were not able to compete at Douglas· 
level. and so Douglas switched to the 
NWAACC in 2005. 
Next season. however. it is believed 
that Douglas· golf team will re-join the 
BCCAA. 
The many wonders of the NHL 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
You'd be surprised to know that there is as much mystery in GM Place during the 
hockey season as there is in the PNE 
Haunted house during Halloween. In 
fact, you could say the same about 
every other NHL arena. 
For it's at these places that we can 
see baffling spectacles, usually away 
from the play on the ice. Don't get 
me wrong; I love to watch the actual 
game, but these mysterious sights are 
unavoidable. 
For instance, the boo's that 
fans randomly spew is pretty weird. 
I've just recently noticed that New 
York Rangers defenseman Wade 
Redden is relentlessly booed by his 
home crowd. I know that he is a 
recent acquisition from the Ottawa 
Senators, but I can't wrap my head 
around the reaction he is drawing. I 
also know that a player has to display 
a lot of disrespect to the fans in 
order to attract this kind of hatred, so 
honestly, Redden is the last guy I'd 
expect to provoke fans. 
Other mysteriously booed 
players include Daniel Alfredsson 
of the Ottawa Senators by his home 
fans, pretty much any former Canuck 
by Vancouver fans and Mats Sundin 
almost everywhere except GM Place. 
In fact, I think it's safe to say that 
a lot of a team's former players get 
booed by fans of their ex-team. 
From boos to booze, why arenas 
serve beer is another mystery. It's 
definitely not a good idea to offer 
beer in a hostile atmosphere like a 
hockey arena. Since drinking a lot 
of beer impairs sound judgment, 
fights and hits on the ice may more 
easily tempt drunken fans to behave 
aggressively. This could explain 
why fans fight each other, throw 
objects on the ice or harass other 
fans. Also, considering the presence 
of the opposing team's supporters, 
full-blown UFC-like scraps are 
guaranteed. 
Ranking up there with booing 
are the fans in the front row that 
insist on standing up and waving to 
the high-cornered camera behind 
them as it follows the action. I 
don't really understand what the 
significance is of seeing yourself 
on the big screen. If your intent is 
to draw the attention of the arena 
crowd and viewers at home, you 
will succeed. That is, you'll be at the 
center of curses and calls to sit down. 
You know another way you can 
get on TV? By going to Speaker's 
Comer booths and spending a dollar. 
Hmmrn .. .let's see; you could make 
a minute-long, full appearance on 
TV for a buck or you could make 
a couple of second's worth of face 
time in exchange for your dignity. A 
mystery would be an understatement 
in this case. 
In all honesty, I think the boo 
birds, attention seekers and beer 
vendors in NHL arenas share a big 
similarity with the aurora borealis 
and Grand Canyon: all natural 
wonders of the world. 
The Necessities of Life dead on arrival 
O~,the JOYS of 
Canadian 
independent 
films. You 
------' can often 
be sure to expect slow, sentimental and 
non-confrontational epics, and The 
Necessities of Life is no exception. In 
fact , The Necessities of Life, directed by 
Benoit Pilon, was like watching a flower 
bloom, only later to realize you were 
actually only watching a weed open, not 
a rose, and had wasted your time waiting 
for something that could just never 
happen. The plot sets up the viewer to 
care passionately about the movie and its 
story, but instead of tears and laughs, it 
disappointingly delivers at best a slight 
smile. 
It all sounds so good on paper: Inuit 
clashes with whites and the story of our 
country is told through the eyes of one 
man, who becomes a metaphor for the 
struggle of thousands of aboriginals to 
keep their lands and their traditions in an 
ever-changing world. 
The story follows an Eskimo man, 
Tivii (Natar Ungalaaq), step by painful 
step as he journeys from Baffin Island 
to Quebec City to receive treatment 
at a sanatorium after falling ill with 
Tuberculosis. At the sanatorium he is 
faced with the challenges of struggling 
not only with a chronic illness, but with 
new customs, a new language and new 
responsibilities. 
In the process of the movie , Tivii tries 
new things , almost takes a nurse lover-
she rejects his offer of sex (which is too 
bad, might have given some spice to the 
movie) and befriends another Inuk staying 
at the hospital. This small boy Kaki, 
helps Tivii out of a depression caused 
from guilt of not being able to hunt and 
provide for his family and an inability 
to communicate in French. In addition 
to helping Tivii back to health , the boy 
becomes his confidant, translator and the 
audience for his endless Inuit stories until 
Tivii 's cure and the boy's death separate 
the two forever. 
While I have to admit the story is 
extremely interesting from a historical 
standpoint and is the kind of story 
important to tell, if only to have record of 
Inuit stories on film, it is definitely not the 
sort of film to go see just for kicks . 
Here 's a medical lesson: Tuberculosis 
is a nasty disease , and there are too many 
gruesome scenes in the movie filled with 
blood, hacking, needles and bodily fluids. 
It is just too realistic in this department. 
Also, the plot really "hits the seal on the 
head" if you will, and sort of like the 
Titanic moving towards the iceberg, is 
slow, lumbering and its end can be seen 
for hours (and hours and hours) before it 
actually arrives . 
While I do appreciate the positive 
portrayal of the white nursing staff, who 
were nothing but kind and wonderful to 
the poor, confused and depressed Tivii, 
the story and momentum flat lined right 
from the get go and no matter what 
great lengths the filmmakers went to , to 
resuscitate the story-including adding 
hallucinations, a fat drunk guy, a sexy 
nurse and a rule-bending priest-this 
movie was DOA-dead on arrival. 
At best this movie is cute, endearing 
and educational, at worst dry, sad and a 
little gross-enjoyable for class credit 
perhaps, but I must admit it is not the 
most romantic film. Instead my advice is 
to read the plot summary, visit the website 
and then save your time and money by 
staying at home. 
Sorry Tivii, I love you and what you 
stand for, but for three hours of my time 
on a Friday night, it just isn't worth the 
price of admission. 
Vancouver scene seeing green 
despite economic drought 
By Ashley Whillans, Arts Editor 
W hile most industries suffer, the entertainment industry has always boomed in times of 
recession and economic turmoil and this 
year 's downfall is no exception. 
Box office numbers are soaring and 
the number of productions in BC picking 
up-it is a great time to be in the biz. 
Not only are people spending more 
money $eeing movies , but thanks to tax 
breaks and the low dollar, people and 
productions are also spending more 
money on making movies in Canada. 
In fact , according to the Minister of 
Tourism, Culture and Arts, Bill Bennett, 
spending on movie and TV production in 
B.C. shot up to $1.2 billion in 2008, an 
increase of more than $250 million over 
the previous year. 
BC Film Commission data show 
that total production spending and the 
numbers of projects in British Columbia 
in 2008 were up almost 30 per cent over 
2007 , with the majority of the increase in 
foreign feature film activity. 
"Our province continues to be 
a top location in the global film and 
television industries, with our stunning 
locations, skilled professional workforce 
and world-class motion picture 
infrastructure," Bennett said in a news 
release. 
The productions not only benefit 
our province's film industry employees, 
but other industries as well including 
hospitality industries such as hotel and 
restaurant businesses. 
"Even in these challenging 
economic times, the work we've put 
into strengthening and diversifying BC's 
economy means that motion picture 
production and many other industries 
will continue to grow and thrive," 
Bennett said . 
What this means to Vancouverites 
is that we will continue to be home 
to some big network shows such as 
Small ville and Stargate Atlantis. and 
thanks to tax breaks , American-based 
projects will continue to film north of the 
border, keeping our film industry and its 
subsequent periphery industries strong. 
2009 already has a decent line up of 
shows set to begin filming such Hot Tub 
Time Machine-the new John Cusack 
movie, as well as the big budget sci-fi 
series from Fox starring Joshua Jackson 
entitled Fringe . 
There have been some setbacks and 
cancelled projects within Hollywood , 
such as the termination of a Hollywood-
style adaptation of King Lear set to 
feature Keira Knightley as Cordelia 
and Anthony Hopkins as Lear. Despite 
this , Vancouver, otherwise known as 
Hollywood North, is going strong in the 
midst of the economic bust-and can 
look forward to a prosperous year ahead. 
So, with dozens of new projects 
slated to begin production in Vancouver 
in the next few months, don't be 
surprised to run into a few celebs at the 
neighbourhood bar -who knows, maybe 
there's even enough productions to steal 
fifteen minutes of fame, because, well, 
anything goes in the movie business! 
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Chris Cornell is a cornhole 
"Rocker" made a career out of doing what's popular 
Jay 
Schreiber 
B ack in 1980-something, a group of musicians from Seattle created a style of music that defined a 
generation ... God, I hate it when people 
say that! Look folks, I'm talking about 
grunge and I'm not going to play it up any 
more than it should be. To make a long 
story short, the media jumped on it like 
it does ever other fad and consequently 
ruined it forever. 
Of the groups that came out of 
this movement, one little outfit named 
Soundgarden emerged as a crowd 
favourite, otherwise known back in the 
day as "that band that opened for Pearl 
Jam and didn't suck." After grunge died 
in 1994, Soundgarden continued their 
musical career until '98 when the group 
disbanded out of fear that other musicians 
would be eaten alive by Chris Cornell's 
ego. 
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Now, I'm not hatin' on Soundgarden; 
in fact, the opposite is true. In Cornell's 
career of hit and misses, Sound garden was 
definitely a highlight. In fact, I'm even 
quite fond of the band's decision not to 
reunite after rehearsals with Chris went 
sour a year or two ago. 
In 2000, following the breakup of 
Soundgarden, one-time politically charged 
band of angst Rage Against the Machine 
asked Chris Cornell to join forces and 
form a "super group" of epic proportions. 
This of course was known as Audioslave 
which held the radio waves captive and 
filled in as the resident "generic alt rock 
group" while Stone Temple Pilots was on 
hiatus. Audioslave's main problem was 
that they simply didn't stand for anything, 
and more or less were doing this while 
waiting for their residuals. God knows we 
can't all live off royalties! 
Three albums and seven years of not 
doing much of anything later, the members 
of Audioslave admitted their band was a 
mistake, and disbanded (not soon enough 
in my opinion). Since then, Mr. Cornell 
has released two albums of his own, one of 
which was released this year. Originally, 
an alt-rock turned lame-rock solo album, 
Cornell's music became the theme song 
to the new James Bond movie Casino 
Royale, and still nobody was impressed. 
For this year's third instalment of 
"music according to Chris," Timbaland 
is in the booth producing and mixing his 
tunes. May I be the first to say "What the 
Puck?!" 
Timbaland is a hip hop and R&B 
producer and now he's working with 
Chris Cornell? I'm stumped as to who I'm 
supposed to feel sorry for! According to 
the media, anything Timbaland touches 
turns into a gold record and sells like mad. 
Chris Cornhole ... sorry, Cornell, already 
has (or at least used to have) a large fan 
base of people that appreciate his music. 
In his latest album, Chris sings over 
hip hop beats and dance tunes. The once 
long haired, ripped jeans, beer-soakin' 
Marlboro-smokin', bang your head, mosh 
till your dead Chris Cornell has now 
become a pretty face on the top 40 while 
bustin' it up with Nelly Furtado's bitch. 
What kind of God lets these kinds of 
things happen? 
I could understand a shift if Cornell 
had a decent singing voice, but he doesn't 
even have that going for him. The man 
can't pronounce a word while moaning 
like a cat in heat and could seriously 
benefit from speech therapy. C'mon, 
Chris, give it up! 
Upon the release of his ... whatever, 
senor arrogance made the statement that 
all of his devoted fans would eventually 
come around to the idea of his new release 
and that it's something different but 
equally as good. Just because things aren't 
going the way you want them to does not 
mean you should change your game plan 
all together Chris. That's like saying that 
while you're down 8-0 in the third period, 
you're going to pull your goalie to try 
and make up some lost points. You work 
for the fans, not the other way around, 
jackass! 
Chris Cornell's career until this 
point has aspired to this: being kicked out 
three times of the only two bands he was 
ever in and a solo career turned so rotten 
that it has resulted in a complete sell-out 
in what appears to be a last, desperate 
grasp for a fan base. Chris Cornell, you 
disgust me, and I hereby induct you into 
the elite group of lame rockers I call "the 
Craptasticals." Please stop singing, and 
you can bet that I'm sending you a bill for 
the amount of time it took me to listen to 
your music, and write this article. 
The Gnome-Mobile 
Disney DVD 
The Gnome-Mobile is not Disney 's greatest live 
action film to come out of the '60s. The film 's 
biggest stars are the Mary Poppins children-
introduced in the film as "The Mary Poppins 
Children." I think at the time these two children 
were in training to become staples in Disney 
media , much like the Jonas Brothers and Miley 
Cyrus are today. However, the children failed 
miserably with this film and were never seen in 
respectable pictures again . Throughout the film 
there 's only one song , or one tune that is, with 
different lyrics every time you hear it. They 
basically just sing "the gnome-mobile, the gnome-
mobile" over and over again. The story follows 
the two children along with their grandfather on a 
road trip-esque journey to help two gnomes find 
other gnomes, all the while trying to keep their 
existence a secret. I'll save you 85 minutes and 
just let you know that they do indeed find other 
gnomes. 
-Natalie Nathanson 
Transporter 3 
20'h Century Fox 
Frank Martin is back and this time he wants out. 
After a mediocre sequel to an awesome action 
movie it is not surprising he would he want to. 
Transporter 3 closes out a series that had so much 
potential but just didn't quite get there. However, 
after the first one this film lets the series go off 
with a little respect and dignity. This time because 
Martin is coming close to retirement he tries 
to pass off a job to a new person who fails. So, 
Martin has to complete it for him, despite all of 
his reluctance. Along the way he learns that the 
package to be delivered is not what his employers 
say it is and he has to once again get even and 
rescue the girl. There probably won't be another 
sequel in this series and there really shouldn't 
be. This movie was better quality the mediocre 
Transporter 2 and was almost as good as the 
original film. 
-Matthew Steinbach 
The Extraordinary Tale of Two Men 
and How One fight Changed 
Their tives forever 
The Last Great Fight 
Joe Layden 
Perhaps the best boxing book of all time, The 
LAst Great Fight, by Joe Layden is an extremely 
detailed account of the events before and after 
one of the biggest upsets in sports history: 
Buster Douglas knocking out undisputed and 
undefeated heavyweight champion of the world 
Mike Tyson back in 1990. Now that over 18 
years have passed , Layden has had the chance 
to get insight and opinion from all of the major 
players involved , including Douglas and Tyson. 
All of the trainers, managers, sports reporters and 
basically anyone even remotely involved in the 
fight have been interviewed at length . The book is 
an incredibly in-depth account of the rise and fall 
of Mike Tyson and the brief rise and even faster 
fall of Buster Douglas. The interviews with the 
fighters themselves put it over the top. The LAst 
Great Fight is a fantastic book you won't regret 
reading. It's filled with inside stories and accounts 
that will make you unable to put it down. 
-Garth McLennan 
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....... 
---
--
--.......... ...... 
Watchmen 
Alan Moore 
I might not be the best person to review this, as 
the extent of my graphic novel collection are 
volumes of super-thick, special edition Betty and 
Veronica comics that I probably still have under 
my bed and maybe one or two old Superman 
comics I picked up at various garage sales. 
Nevertheless, even I can appreciate Watchmen. It 
captivates readers with its intricate and exciting 
plot line , non-stop action and incredible detail. 
The foreshadowing of events-to-come keep the 
reader guessing what will happen next, and there 
is no detail spared in the illustrations or character 
development. I'm not even going to attempt 
to describe Watchmen s plot or its spectacular 
drawings, they speak for themselves. But, I will 
say this: if there is one graphic novel you ever 
pick up in your entire life time make it Watchmen; 
you won't regret it! 
-Ashley Whillans 
Uncle Fatih's 
By Ashley Whillans, Arts Editor 
What do you do when you are starving and strapped for 
cash and time and are in the Commercial Drive area? Head 
for two pizza slices and a Coke for $5 at Uncle Fatih's, of 
course! 
Uncle Fatih's, affectionately known as "Uncle 
Fatty's," is a Commercial Drive delicacy and always seems 
to have a line out the door and not just because it's a super 
small place. 
l.;ocated on 1685 Broadway near Commercial Drive 
and right across from the Broadway skytrain station, Uncle 
Fatih's serves up the cheapest and arguably most delicious 
slices in Vancouver. You can practically smell the freshly 
made pizzas from across the street, and this Drive hotspot 
must lure many passers-by with its wonderful aromas since 
the place is always busy and is especially popular with 
the Friday and Saturday drunk coming-home-from-cheap-
pitchers-at-Cafe-Crepe crowd. 
Offering exotic flavours such as potato and green 
onion, Greek, Hawaiian sausage and veggie, these slices 
are loaded with toppings and drizzled in an amazing range 
of "eclectic" sauces; "eclectic" as in, "who knows what 
kind of sauce this is, but damn it tastes good." But what 
really makes these slices stand out are the love, (elbow) 
grease and the TLC (Tomatoes, Lots of Cheese) that goes 
into their creation. 
For a mere $5 Uncle Fatih's serves two huge slices 
steaming hot from the oven (the staff is always slaving 
away over a fresh pie) and a fountain drink. This is a great 
deal after an expensive night out, or for a quick lunch or 
dinner. 
While not exactly the healthiest, Uncle Fatih's is 
definitely the tastiest and a perfect solution for grease and 
salt cravings. I always seem to stumble in to this place 
either before or after a night out on the town-usually 
after, and believe me there is nothing like a few pieces of 
greasy hot pizza slices to keep you company on the long 
SkyTrain or bus ride home from Vancouver to Coquitlam. 
For cheap, dirty and delicious look no further than 
Uncle Fatih's. 
We give this restaurant 
3 Forks out of 4. 
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n January 21, 2009, CANADA STUDENT LOAN DEBT will reach 
' ARECORDHIGHOF $13 BILLION 
student loan debt is higher today than it tias ever been. 
Tuition fees have more than tripled in the last ten years. 
Worried about the economy? Take action in the fight to reduce student debt. 
Douglas Students' Union 
Canadian Federation of Students - Local 18 
